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18th December 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

I am extremely sorry to be communicating details of a changed plan to the beginning of the Spring term on the very 
last day of term, however, as you are probably aware the Department for Education has made some fairly large and 
last-minute announcements and we are in the unfortunate position of having to respond to these with very limited 
information and almost no time.  

The Department for Education has stated that all Secondary Schools will be required to open to Year 11, Vulnerable 
and Key Worker students for week commencing 4th of January and provide remote learning to all other students. It has 
also asked schools to find a way to provide lateral flow (rapid result) testing to as many secondary school-age pupils as 
consent. 

The main impact of these decisions is that Monday 4th January will now be an INSET day in order for staff at the 
Academy to make adequate preparations for this undertaking. Further details of the arrangements are given below: 

 

On site and remote provision (Tuesday 5th – Friday 8th) 

Only Year 11 students, vulnerable children and the children of critical workers will have an on-site provision during the 
first week of term. All other students will need to learn from home via remote learning which will be delivered by their 
normal class teacher, at their normal timetabled time via the Google Classroom platform in same way that their practice 
lesson was undertaken in November. 

Vulnerable children and the children of critical workers in Years 7-10 who are accessing the on-site provision during the 
first week of term will attend their lessons as normal and participate in the remote learning via the classroom. 

Vulnerable children and young people are defined by the DfE as those who: 

• are assessed as being in need under section 17 of the Children Act 1989, including children and young people 
who have a child in need plan, a child protection plan or who are a looked-after child 

• have an education, health and care (EHC) plan 

• have been identified as otherwise vulnerable by educational providers or local authorities (including children’s 
social care services), and who could therefore benefit from continued full-time attendance, this might include: 

• children and young people on the edge of receiving support from children’s social care services or in the process 
of being referred to children’s services 

• adopted children or children on a special guardianship order 

• those living in temporary accommodation 

• those who are young carers 

• those who may have difficulty engaging with remote education at home (for example, due to a lack of devices 
or quiet space to study) 

A full on-site provision will recommence on 11 January for all students. 
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Introduction of Lateral Flow testing in Secondary schools 

The information we currently have from the DfE is limited but the following was outlined in a communication on 
Wednesday evening: 

From January, rapid-result tests will be provided to schools and colleges, starting with secondary schools and FE colleges, 
including special schools and alternative provision: 

• for the school and college workforce to conduct weekly testing - this will help identify those who are carrying the 
virus without displaying symptoms, reducing the risk of transmission 

• for students and pupils as well as the school and college workforce to conduct daily testing for those identified as 
close contacts of workforce colleagues, students or pupils that have tested positive - this ensures that they do not 
need to isolate and are able to continue to benefit from high quality, face to face education 

For every group, testing is voluntary, but those who are eligible for tests are strongly encouraged to participate to reduce 
the risk of transmission within schools and colleges. In line with routine infection control practice, close contacts who decide 
not to be tested daily will need to self-isolate. 

A video explaining how Lateral Flow (rapid-results) tests work can be found here. Unfortunately, we have little more 
information to share with you about how these are expected to take place but will continue to communicate with you as 
soon as greater clarity is given. 

 

 

I would like to apologise again for such short notice of these plans and thank you all for your understanding and 
support during such a challenging time for everyone. I hope you and your family are able to enjoy a safe and peaceful 
Christmas. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 
 
Mr Prankerd 
Headteacher 

https://twitter.com/10DowningStreet/status/1328387524490911745?s=20

