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26th February 2021 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 

I am delighted to be writing to you with our plan for reopening to all students across the week of the 8th March 2021. 
Although we have been hugely impressed with the dedication students have shown with remote learning we are all 
looking forward to having them return to the classroom. 

 
Phased return 
 
We will welcome students back to the Academy in year groups in the following order: 
 

Date Year Group 

Monday 8th 7 & 11 

Tuesday 9th 10 

Wednesday 10th 8 

Thursday 11th 9 
 
Students will attend school from their year groups start time (Year 7, 10 & 11 at 08:30 and Year 8 & 9 at 08:55) on the 
morning of their return and each subsequent morning. 
 
From week commencing 8th March all ‘live’ online teaching will end and structured independent work will be set each 
day for completion by all students who are yet to return to the school. This work will be set on Google Classroom for 
each period of the day. 
 
Students currently accessing the Emergency Education Provision 
Students who currently access school via the Emergency Education Provision can continue to attend school, but will 
resume their normal timetable of lessons with their teachers. Those students attending the school before the rest of 
their year group will be supported by class teachers to complete the work set for those who are still at home. 
 
Travel, Catering and Physical Education lessons 
The school buses will resume following the same schedule that was in place before the Christmas holidays. The bus for 
Years 7, 10 & 11 will resume from Monday 8th, with the minibus provision for Year 8 and 9 starting from Wednesday 
10th and Thursday 11th respectively. 
 
Hot catering facilities will resume for each year group from the day of their phased return. Please can I remind 
parents/carers that due to Covid-19 restrictions there are no facilities for adding cash to students accounts on site and 
that this must be completed online in advance using parentpay. 
 
Students should continue to attend school in PE kit on days where they have PE or Performing Arts practical lessons. 
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Increased Covid-19 safety measures 
Lateral flow device (rapid result) testing  
As you will no doubt be aware it is the governments wish that schools put into operation large-scale lateral flow device 
(LFD) testing for staff and students, in line with the guidance that has been issued to schools by the Department for 
Education found here. This testing has been in operation since January for staff and students who have remained in 
school and has been highly successful with the Academy continuing to have no detected cases of Covid-19. 
 
This is not in any way mandatory and requires the consent of the student and staff, however we believe it is another 
way to keep our entire community safe and would encourage all students to participate where possible. You will have 
previously received a communication detailing the online consent that is required and all those who complete this will 
be sent a timeslot for your child’s test on the following days: 
 

Date Year 
Group 

Thursday 4th 7  

Friday 5th 11 

Monday 8th 10 

Tuesday 9th 8 

Wednesday 10th 9 
 
All students with consent will be brought into the testing centre in advance of their return day and tested. Students will 
return home directly after their first test and any positive results will be communicated immediately by phone call from 
a senior member of staff and further guidance and support will be given. 
 
If you have not yet completed the online consent form it can be found here. 
 
Following this initial test, students will then be able to leave class for a short period on a weekly basis for LFD testing 
until they have completed three tests. Students will then be issued with home test kits for testing twice weekly to be 
taken home. Further information will be communicated about this at the appropriate time. 
 
 
Face covering guidance 
Even with lateral flow testing in place there is still the need to increase our in-school measures as this style of testing 
has proved not to be 100% effective. Due to this, and in line with the governmental guidance, we will be asking students 
and staff (except those who are exempt) to wear face coverings on site in all areas including classrooms. This excludes 
times when eating or drinking at break and lunch. We would also encourage the use of a face covering on the journey 
to and from school. 
 
Face coverings must be used appropriately, covering the nose and mouth. They can be plain or patterned but must not 
display any offensive images or designs. Scarves and bandanas will not be appropriate as they do not fit securely around 
the side of the face. If a student attends school without a face covering or exemption, parents/carer will be contacted 
to bring a suitable covering in. 
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If you would like your child to be exempt from this requirement then please can you write a note in their contact book. 
Students with this note will be offered a badge or card to identify their exemption. 
 
It remains essential that if your child is displaying any symptoms of Covid-19 they do not attend school and get a test 
without delay. Further NHS information on this can be found here. The Academy’s Covid-19 Positive case telephone 
line (01329 245551) remains in place for anyone who needs to report a student case to the school. 
 
I am looking forward to once again hearing the buzz of activity an active school brings, but please be reassured that we 
will continue to do everything in our power to keep everyone in our community safe. My sincere hope is that we have 
seen the end of school closures and we can focus on the important task of developing students academically and socially 
once more. 
 
I thank you all for your kind words and support as we work together to support our children through this turbulent time 
in their lives. 
 

Yours faithfully 

 
 
Mr Prankerd 
Headteacher 
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