
Fareham Academy English Overview – Year 8 
 
 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic(s) 

Broken Families: 
Inspector Calls or 
Graveyard Book or 
Cirque Du Freak 
 

Broken Families: 
Inspector Calls or 
Graveyard Book or 
Cirque Du Freak 
 

Global Cultures: 
A range of extracts, 
non-fiction, poems etc. 
from different cultures 
 

Global Cultures: 
A range of extracts, 
non-fiction, poems etc. 
from different cultures 
 

Relationships & 
American Novel: 
To Kill a Mockingbird 
or Of Mice and Men 
 

Relationships & 
American Novel: 
To Kill a Mockingbird 
or Of Mice and Men 
 

Topic Objectives 

All novels explore 
different family 
situations and allow 
students to explore 
how conflict within 
families may arise and 
be dealt with, 
supporting students in 
their understanding of 
different families whilst 
developing their 
reading and writing 
skills.   
 

All novels explore 
different family 
situations and allow 
students to explore 
how conflict within 
families may arise and 
be dealt with, 
supporting students in 
their understanding of 
different families whilst 
developing their 
reading and writing 
skills.   
 

All texts studied this 
term engage with a 
variety of different 
cultures, enabling 
students to gain an 
understanding of these 
cultures and 
encouraging them to 
understand when they 
are being exposed to 
stereotypes and 
prejudice, to reinforce 
the value of tolerance 
in British society. 

All texts studied this 
term engage with a 
variety of different 
cultures, enabling 
students to gain an 
understanding of these 
cultures and 
encouraging them to 
understand when they 
are being exposed to 
stereotypes and 
prejudice, to reinforce 
the value of tolerance 
in British society. 

Both novels engage 
with prejudice in 1930s 
America, building on 
the knowledge 
ascertained the 
previous term. 
Students will gain a 
detailed contextual 
understanding that will 
enable them to develop 
their analysis and 
narrative skills. 
 

Both novels engage 
with prejudice in 1930s 
America, building on 
the knowledge 
ascertained the 
previous term. Students 
will gain a detailed 
contextual 
understanding that will 
enable them to develop 
their analysis and 
narrative skills. 
 

Acquired 
Knowledge/Skills 

Descriptive writing 
(focusing on 
character/setting). 
 
Inference and analysis 
of language methods in 
text. 

Inference and analysis 
of structure in text. 
 
Narrative writing 
focusing on 
relationships/family. 

Transactional writing 
on other cultures; 
produce speech. 
 
Analysis of structure in 
texts (especially 
juxtaposition, 
sequencing). 

Analysis of poetic 
devices. 
 
Analysis of poetic 
devices linked to 
viewpoint. 

Explanation of context 
linked to text. 
 
Inferences and analysis 
of language in text. 

Narrative writing 
focusing on the 
individual vs. the rest of 
society. 
 
AIRBRICK skills + I 

Assessments 

Writing Burst: 
Description of a 
character from the 
story 
 
Writing Burst: Analysis 
of how language is used 
to present a character 
 

Writing Burst: Analysis 
of how structure is 
used 
 
Writing Burst: Write a 
narrative that shows a 
conflict between two 
people.   

Writing Burst: Produce 
a speech 

 
Writing Burst: How is 
juxtaposition used in 
The White Tiger? 

Writing Burst: How 
does Zephaniah present 
his message in ‘We 
Refugees’? 
 
Writing Burst: Create a 
poem linked to culture, 
prejudice and identity 

Writing Burst: How 
does a part of the novel 
link to life at the time? 
 
Writing Burst: How is 
language used to 
present an aspect of the 
novel? 

Writing Burst: 
Description task 
 
Writing Burst: Class 
dependent to re-assess 
skills taught in airbrick  
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